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THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  SPENNYMOOR 

Chairman  of  the  Council  1951-2 

Councillor  W.  Lindsey,  J.P. 

Vice  Chairman 

Councillor  F.  Coverdale 

Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee 

Councillor  T.  Murray 

Vice  Chairman 

Councillor  E.  Bell 


Chairman  of  the  Housing  Committee 

Councillor  T.  W.  Marley 

Vice  Chairman 

Councillor  F.  Coverdale 

COUNCILLORS 

H.  Watcham,  W.  Lindsay,  T.  Sugden,  Mrs.  B.  Dobson 
G.  Thompson^  F.  Steel,  J.  A.  R.  Clark 
J.  Kelly^  J-  C.  Glasper,  E.  Bell,  B.  Taylor 
H.  J.  Burke,  R.  R.  Burton,  T.  Mulloy,  J.  T.  Richardson 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  AUTHORITY 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  (Part  Time) 

Dr.  S.  V.  Tinsley,  M.B.  Ch.B.  J.P. 


Sanitary  Inspectors 

M.W.  Swales,  M.R.San.L,  A.M.I.S.E. 
G.  Blenkinsop,  Cert. S. LB. 

Clerical  Assistant 

J.  B.  Storey 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1951  and  find  no  matter  of  outstanding  importance  upon 
which  to  comment. 

S.  V.  TINSLEY, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Population 

The  Registrar  General’s  figure  calculated  to  the  middle 
of  1951  gives  the  resident  population  of  the  District  as  19,740. 
This  figure  represents  a  decrease  of  280  on  the  previous  year 
and  an  increase  of  700  on  the  1939  figure. 

The  approximate  population  of  the  various  Wards  of  the 


District  is : 

Spennymoor  Ward  -----  4,769 
Low  Spennymoor  Ward  -  -  -  3,568 
Middlestone  Moor  Ward  -  -  -  1,674 
Kirk  Merrington  Ward  -  -  -  879 

Byers  Green  Ward  -----  1,614 
Tudhoe  Ward  -------  7,236 


Total  Population  19,740 


Area 

The  District  covers  7,494  acres  and  includes  the  villages 
of  Middlestone  Moor,  Byers  Green  and  Kirk  Merrington, 


with  an  acreage  of 

Spennymoor  Ward  -----  168 

Low  Spennymoor  Ward  -  -  -  551 

Middlestone  Moor  Ward  -  -  -  1,349 
Kirk  Merrington  Ward  -  -  -  1,612 

Byers  Green  Ward  -----  1,115 
Tudhoe  Ward  -------  2,699 


Inhabited  Houses 

The  estimated  number  of  inhabited  houses  in  the  District 
according  to  our  records  at  the  end  of  December,  1951  was 
5,851. 

Rateable  Value 

The  Rateable  Value  of  the  District  according  to  the  Rat¬ 
ing  Officer  is  £78,412  and  the  product  of  a  penny  rate  £303. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 
Births  1951 


Live  Births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Birth  Rate 

Legitimate 

185 

168 

353 

) 

) 

18.49 

Illegitimate 

7 

5 

12 

) 

192 

173 

365 

Still  Births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Still  Birth  Rate 

Legitimate 

7 

9 

16 

) 

) 

.86 

Illegitimate 

— 

1 

1 

) 

7 

10 

17 

Fo)r  comparative  purposes  the  rates  are  given  for  the 
three  previous  years  and  for  the  three  years  immediately 
prior  to  the  War. 

1936  Live  Births  271  giving  a  Birth  Rate  of  17.5  per  1,000 

Still  Births  18  giving  a  Birth  Rate  of  1.17  per  1,000 

1937  Live  Births  318  giving  a  Birth  Rate  of  17.20  per  1,000 

Still  Births  16  giving  a  Birth  Rate  of  .86  per  1,000 

1938  Live  Births  319  giving  a  Birth  Rate  of  16.50'  per  1,000 

Still  Births  9  giving  a  Birth  Rate  of  .46  per  1,000 

1948  Live  Births  415  giving  a  Birth  Rate  of  21.04  per  1,000 

Still  Births  6  giving  a  Birth  Rate  of  .30  per  1,000 

1949  Live  Births  433  giving  a  Birth  Rate  of  21.91  per  1,000 

Still  Births  9  giving  a  Birth  Rate  of  .46  per  1,000 

1950'  Live  Births  417'  giving  a  Birth  Rate  of  20.83  per  1,000 

Still  Births  14  giving  a  Birth  Rate  of  .70  per  1,000 

Extracts  from  National  Statistics  are  given  for  Comparative 
purposes 
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Spennymoor  England  126  County  148  Smaller 
Dis'tirict  &  Wales  Boroughs  Towns 

Births  18.49  15.5  17.3  16.7 

Still  Births  .86  .36  .45  .38 

The  Still  Birth  Rate  has  again  increased  and  is  equal  to 


the  1937  figure. 

Male 

Deaths  1951 

Female  Total 

Rate 

Deaths 

Infant 

129 

123 

252 

12.77 

Mortality 

6 

8 

14 

38.36 

per  1,000  Births 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  shows  a  satisfactory  reduc¬ 
tion  on  last  year’s  figure,  the  rate  is  now  50%  of  the  pre-war 
figure,  it  still  remains  higher  than  the  National  Statistics. 


Pre-war  and  Post-war  periods  are  enumerated 

for  comparison 


1936 

1937 

1938 

1948 

1949 

1950 


Deaths  193  deaths  giving  a  rate 

Infant  Mortality  21  deaths  giving  a  rate 

Deaths  236  deaths  giving  a  rate 

Infant  Mortality  24  deaths  giving  a  rate 

Deaths  239  deaths  giving  a  rate 

Infant  Mortality  17  deaths  giving  a  rate 

Deaths  220  deaths  giving  a  rate 

Infant  Mortality  21  deaths  giving  a  rate 

Deaths  215  deaths  giving  a  rate 

Infant  Mortality  16  deaths  giving  a  rate 

Deaths  24\  deaths  giving  a  rate 

Infant  Mortality  19  deaths  giving  a  rate 


of  12.16  per  1,000 
of  77.5  per  1,000  births 

of  12.80  per  1,000 
of  75.47  per  1,000  births 

of  12.30  per  1,000 
of  53.03  per  1,000  births 

of  11.15  per  1,000 
of  50.40  per  1,000  births 

of  10.88  per  1,000 
of  36.95  per  1,000  births 

of  12.04  per  1,000 
of  45.56  per  1,000  births 


National  and  Local  Statistics  (comparisons) 


Spennymoor 

District 

12.77 


England 
&  Wales 

12.5 


126  County 
Boroughs 
13.4 


148  Smaller 
Towns 
12.5 


Deaths 
Infant 

Mortality  38.36  29.6 

Al'thoug'h  our  Death  Rate  is 
Statistics  it  is  the  highest  figure 
the  average  age  of  our  population  has  increased  during  recent 
years. 


33.9  ^  27.6 

comparable  with  National 
since  1937.  I  believe  that 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

Males  Females 

All  Causes  .  129  123 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  .  5  9 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  .  1  3 

Meningococcal  infection  .  1  — 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  .  3  7 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  .  6  5 

Malignant  neoplasm^  breast  .  —  4 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  .  —  3 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  10  8 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  .  2  — 

Diabetes  .  1  1 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  .  10  16 

Coronary  disease,  angina  .  24  13 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  .  6  5 

Other  heart  disease  .  17  20 

Other  circulatory  disease  .  1  2 

Influenza  .  2  — 

Pneumonia  .  5  2 

Bronchitis  .  5  1 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  .  4  — 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  .  2  2 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  .  5  — 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  .  —  1 

Congenital  malformations  .  —  2 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  .  12  17 

Motor  Vehicle  accidents  .  2  — 

All  other  accidents  .  2  1 

Suicide  .  -  .  3  1 


It  will  be  noted  that  heart  diseases  and  those  of  the 
nervous  system  account  for  the  largest  number  of  deaths, 
cancer  remains  constant  but  Tuberculosis  shows  a  marked 
increase.  This  is  probably  due  to  earlier  diagnosis  and  mass 
radiography.  The  prognosis  is  much  better  of  recent  years 
with  improved  treatment. 
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Deaths  according  to  Age  Groups 


Males 

-5 

-15 

-25 

-50 

-75 

75- 

Total  all 
ages 

Females 

6 

2 

— 

17 

67 

37 

129 

9 

2 

2 

12 

54 

44 

123 

252 


TUBERCULOSIS  1951 

The  following  cases  remained  on  the  Register  at  the  end 
of  the  year:- 


Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 

Males  83  22 

Females  76  23 


159  45 


An  increase  of  4  Pulmonary  cases  and  a  decrease  of  6 
Non  Pulmonary  cases  on  the  Register  have  taken  place. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  the  disease  represents  8.82% 
of  the  cases  on  the  Register,  being  3.97%  above  last  year’s 
figure.  The  number  of  Pulmonary  cases  on  the  Register  is 
considerably  higher  than  our  pre-war  incidence  of  the  disease 
and  in  my  opinion  this  is  due  to  advanced  methods  of  diag¬ 
nosis  and  not  due  to  any  increase  in  infection. 

The  number  of  known  Tuberculosis  cases  in  the  District 
represents  1.03%  of  the  population,  this  being  the  same  as 
last  year. 

I  regret  to  state  that  it  is  now  nearly  3J  years  since  we 
had  a  visit  from  the  Mass  Radiography  Unit.  When  this  unit 
began  to  operate  we  were  given  the  impression  that  annual 
visits  would  be  made  to  the  Dstrict  and  in  my  opinion  this 
should  be  the  aim  of  the  authorities.  I  have  previously  com¬ 
mented  on  the  interval  between  the  visits  of  this  Unit  and 
intend  to  enquire  further  into  this  matter. 
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SUMMARY  OF 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFICATIONS 


Under 

1  yr. 

1- 

3- 

5 

10- 

15- 

25  &  over 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

3 

10 

13 

4 

1 

— 

Dyphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis 

Males 

Pulmonary 

2 

1 

2 

5 

Non  Pulmonary 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

F  emaleis 

Pulmonary 

1 

6 

8 

Non  Pulmonary 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

TABULAR  STATEMENT  OF  THE  NOTIFICATION  OF 
OTHER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  IN  THE  DISTRICT 

DURING  THE  YEAR, 


Diseases  .  Cases  Notified 

Scarlet  Fever  .  32 

Whooping  Cough  .  72 

Acute  Poliomyelitis — 

Paralytic  .  — 

Non  Paralytic  .  . .  .  ^  .  1 

Measles  .  56 

Diphtheria  .  '  1 

Acute  Pneumonia  _  ' .  ' .  '  .  19 

Dysentry  2 

Erysipelas  4 

Food  Poisoning  .  — 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  .  1 

Scabies  .  — 

Paratyphoid  Fever  .  — 

Meningococcal  Infection  .  3 

Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever  .  3 

Chicken  Pox  .  1 


With  the  exception  of  measles  which  shows  a  marked 
decrease,  the  figures  for  the  main  infectious  diseases  remain 
fairly  constant.  We  have  not  experienced  a  recurrence  of 
notifications  of  Acute  Poliomyelitis.  We  have  however  had 
Meningitis  and  Typhoid  notifications. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (other  than  TUBERCULOSIS)  during  1951 
MONTHLY  INCIDENCE  OF  NOTIFICATIONS 
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NOTIFICATIONS  BY  WARDS  (CIVILIAN) 


u, 

O 

o 

c 

<v 

O 

o 

o 

<L» 

O 

(L) 

H-1 

a 

>> 

c 

Lo’w 

a 

c 

c 

Idlest 

Moor 

o 

U 

Kiik 

rring 

O 

< 

H 

O 

<v 

<v 

'V 

<u 

H 

H 

Qu 

in 

Oh 

m 

pq 

Smallpox 
Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria 
Enteric  or  Typhoid 
Paratyphoid 
Peurperal  Pyrexia 
Pneumonia 
Erysipelas 

Cerehro-Spinal  Fever 
Opthalmia  Neonatorum 
Poliomyelitis  Acute — 
Paralytic 
Non  Paralytic 
Measles 

Meningococcal  Infection 
Chicken  Pox 
Whooping  Cough 
Dy  sentry 
Food  Poisoning 
Scabies 

Tubercolosis — 
Pulmonary 
Non  Pulmonary 


8  5  1  —  1  17  32 

—  —  —  —  —  1  1 

—  —  2  —  1  ~  3 


10  1  1  2  —  5  19 

1  —  —  —  —  3  4 


1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

9 

3 

12 

3 

1 

2 

29 

56 

3 

1 

29 

5 

5 

7 

3 

23 

1 

72 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

6  5  2  1  —  11  25 

2  —  —  1  —  3  6 
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Diphtheria  Immunisaition 

As  the  County  Council  is  now  responsible  for  arrange¬ 
ments  for  the  immunisation  of  the  child  population,  it  is  not 
possible  to  include  details  of  this  work.  The  Registrar  Gen¬ 
eral  and  the  County  Authority  have,  however,  supplied  the 
following  particulars 

Age  0-4  yrs.  Age  5-14  yrs. 


inclusive 

inclusive 

(1) 

Estimated  number  of  children 

residing  in  the  Area  at  30th 

June,  1951  . 

2,030 

2,949 

(2) 

Total  number  of  children  im- 

munised  during  1951  . 

200 

14 

In  addition  47  reinforcing  injections  have  been  admini¬ 
stered  to  children  in  the  Area. 

Scabies 

Treatment  of  scabies  patients  was  discontinued  at  the 
Treatment  Centre  in  1950.  Such  cases  now  receive  attention 
under  the  National  Health  Act  and  the  Council  has  not  rec¬ 
eived  any  notifications  during  the  Mear.  This  verminous 
infection  was  essentially  a  post-war  problem  which  has  been 
successfully  combated. 


Ambulance  Service 

The  County  Council  is  the  authority  for  operating  an 
Ambulance  Service  under  the  National  Health  Act  and  a  depot 
has  been  established  at  Bishop  Auckland  covering  Spenny- 
moor  and  other  areas.  During  the  initial  stages  many  com¬ 
plaints  were  received  and  we  depreciated  the  step  taken  to 
transfer  from  a  local  depot  to  Bishop  Auckland  the  ambu¬ 
lances  formerly  owned  by  this  Council  The  original  nucleus 
of  ambulances  forming  this  service  has  been  greatly  augment¬ 
ed  and  it  is  not  often  that  we  hear  complaints  of  faulty 
service  from  members  ol  the  Public. 
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To  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  Spennymoior  Urban  District  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  'the  honour  of  reporting  upon  the  work  of  your 
Sanitary  Department  during  the  year  1951. 

Public  Health  Acts 

I  am  pleased  to  report  that  it  was  only  necessary  to 
obtain  your  permission  to  serve  statutory  notices  on  37  prop¬ 
erties  during  the  year,  this  number  represents  6.27%  of  the 
number  of  notices  served.  It  will  be  noticed  that  the  great 
majoirity  of  owners  are  willing  to  carry  out  repairs  upon  being 
notified  of  the  existence  of  defects  without  the  necessity  of 
formal  action.  This  co-operation  of  owners  is  all  the  more 
gratifying  when  the  cost  of  carrying  out  repairs  is  considered. 
The  structural  condition  of  cottage  property  generally  is  low, 
as  the  work  of  repair  and  improvement  of  such  property  was 
restricted  during  the  war  years. 

Housing 

All  Housing  Applications  have  been  repointed  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  the  Council’s  approved  scheme.  The  number  of  new 
applications  being  received  is  greater  than  the  allocations  to 
new  houses  and  vacated  property.  At  the  present  rate  of 
building  I  cannot  see  clearing  off  the  Sub  Tenant’s  List, 
which  is  the  Housing  Committee’s  expressed  intention,  with¬ 
in  the  near  future. 

Public  Cleansing 

This  work  has  been  carried  on  under  the  usual  handicap 
of  absence  of  staff  through  sickness.  With  a  small  staff  it  is 
not  possible  to  have  spare  men  capable  of  being  switched  to 
the  more  urgent  work  of  refuse  oollection  and  labour  obtain¬ 
ed  from  the  Exchange  is  not  very  satisfactory.  The  purchase 
of  better  protective  clothing  for  the  staff  recently  made  by 
the  Council  will  no  doubt  secure  a  reduction  in  the  amount  of 
time  lost  owing  to  minoir  ailments. 
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The  Salvage  Bonus  Scheme  brought  into  operation  has 
resulted  in  increased  collections  of  paper.  The  sale  of  this 
material  provides  a  satisfactory  balance  of  income  over 
expenditure. 

Refuse  Disposal  facilities  aire  not  satisfactory.  Controll¬ 
ed  tipping  has  not  been  possible  owing  to  the  shortage  of 
labour  necessary  for  the  levelling  and  covering  work  on  the 
tips.  Mechanical  methods  of  levelling  and  consolidation  are 
being  investigated  with  a  view  to  a  full  report  to  the  Council. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Council  for  their  kindness  and  consideration^  also  to  the  Offi¬ 
cers  of  other  Departments  for  their  co-operation,  to  the  Staff 
of  the  Office  for  continued  good  work,  and  to  the  Cleansing 
Staff  for  the  carrying  out  of  heavy  and  unpleasant  work  with 
efficiency  and  with  little  complaint  from  the  Public. 


I  remain. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

M.  W.  SWALES. 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  &  Cleansing  Officer. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT 


Summary  of  Notices  served  and  work  done  in  the  Sanitary 
Inspector’s  Department,  during  the  year,  1951. 


1.  Public  Health  Acts:- 


Dwellinghouse  )  Foul  Conditions 
and  )  Structural  defects 
Schools  )  Overcrowding 
Dairies  and  Milkshops 
Ashpits  and  Privies 
Deposits  of  Refuse  and  Manure 
Waterclosets 
Defective  Yard  Paving 
House  Drainage  )  Defective  traps 

)  Other  faults 

Water  Supply 
Offensive  Trades 
Smoke  Nuisance 
Pig  styes 


Number  of 

Number  of 

Number  of 

Informal 

Formal 

Nuisances 

written 

Notices  by 

abated 

Notices  by 

order  of 

after 

Inspector 

Authority 

Notice 

14 

2  ‘ 

16 

145 

35 

116 

1 

—  w 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

3 

— 

2 

4 

— 

2 

3 

— 

3 

412 

— 

412 

1 

— 

1 

2 

- 

2 

2 

— 

2 

Totals 590  37  560 


2.  Water,  Food  and  Drugs.  Number 

Samples  of  Water  taken  for  Analysis  .  .  7 

Samples  of  Water  condemned  as  unfit  for  use  .  — 

Seizures  of  Unwholesome  Food  .  .  .  — 

Convictions  for  exposing  or  selling 

Unwholesome  Food  .  — 

Samples  of  Food  and  Drugs  taken  for  Analysis  .  — 

Samples  found  Adulterated  .  — 


3.  Precautions  against  Infectious  Disease. 

Lots  of  Infectious  Bedding  stoved  or  destroyed  9 

Houses  disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease .  96 

Schools  disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease  .  — 

4.  General. 


Numher  of  New  Houses  erected  during  the  year  .  115 

Number  of  such  Houses  occupied  during  the  year .  115 

Ashpit-privies  converted  into  Ashclosets  .  .  — 

Ashpit-privies  converted  into  Waterclosets  .  .  — 

Ashclosets  converted  into  Waterclosets  .  92 

Total  number  of  Waterclosets  in  the  District  .  2,581 

Total  number  of  Ashclosets  in  the  District  .  3,340 

Total  number  of  Ashpit-privies  in  the  District  .  83 
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Infestaition 

Disinfestation  work  by  the  Council  Staff  is  carried  out  at 
the  request  of  occupiers.  Hydrogen  cyanide  cannot  be  used 
for  this  work  owing  to  its  dangerous  qualities.  We  have 
therefore,  continued  to  use  liquid  and  gaseous  insecticides  of 
lower  toxicity,  but  easier  to  handle.  During  the  Y(ear  53 
houses  were  treated  for  vermin  at  the  request  of  the 
occupants. 

The  considerable  increase  in  the  number  of  houses  fumi¬ 
gated  for  vermin  is  not  due  to  increasing  infestation.  It 
appears  that  the  Public  are  becoming  miore  vermin  conscious 
and  seek  our  help  in  ridding  their  houses  of  vermin  whereas 
previously  many  occupants  were  reluctant  to  admit  that  they 
had  vermin  in  the  house.  From  many  hundreds  of  Housing 
visits  cajrried  out  each  year  the  standard  of  cleanliness  in  the 
District  is  good  and  it  is  seldom  we  find  a  really  dirty  tenant. 


Rodent  Contiiol 

The  Council  employs  a  part-time  Rodent  Operator,  Mr.  J. 
Greaves  being  appointed  to  the  position  on  the  resignation 
of  the  previous  operator  Mr.  J.  Stoves.  Upon  completing  the 
training  arranged  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fish¬ 
eries,  Mr.  Greaves  quickly  showed  an  aptitude  and  enthusiasm 
for  the  work  and  he  has  dealt  effectively  with  many  infesta¬ 
tions  in  private  and  business  property  and  agricultural  hold¬ 
ings.  Mr.  Greaves  also  undertakes  systematic  treatment  of 
sewers,  sewage  disposal  works  and  Council  Refuse  tips.  Tests 
have  been  carried  out  by  Mr.  Greaves  with  a  new  poison 
recommended  by  the  Ministry,  but  the  results  of  these  tests 
have  not  proved  this  poison  to  be  superior  to  the  materials 
previously  employed.  Owing  to  the  considerable  number  of 
ashclosets  in  the  District,  all  potential  sources  of  food  to 
vermin,  the  extent  of  infestation  is  high  but  the  number  of 
animals  involved  is  small.  The  occupiers  of  two  knacker 
yards  in  the  District  are  fully  aware  of  the  danger  of  major 
infestations  on  their  premises  and  the  Rodent  Operator  rec¬ 
eives  every  assistance  from  them  when  visiting  the  yards.  No 
serious  infestation  has  been  found  on  any  of  the  refuse  tips 
or  the  salvage  depot. 
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Meat  and  oth^nr  Foo^s  Inspection,  Transport  anid  Handling 

All  home  killed  meat  consumed  in  the  District  is  slaught¬ 
ered  and  prepared  at  the  Ministry  of  Food  slaughter  house  at 
Bishop  Auckland.  After  slaughter  and  inspection  the  carcases 
are  transported  by  motor  vehicle  for  allocation  to  a  Spenny- 
moor  depot.  An  excellently  equipped  lorry  is  used  by  the 
haulage  contractor  for  transporting  the  meat  to  the  butchers’ 
shops.  The  staff  on  this  lorry  are  now  provided  with  suit¬ 
able  head  coverings  and  overalls.  The  occasional  parts  of 
carcases  of  home  killed  meat  which  we  certify  as  unfit  for 
human  iconsumption  and  return  to  the  Bishop  Auckland  depot 
in  my  opinion  is  usually  due  to  inadequate  cooling  after 
slaughter. 


The  'Conditions  of  storage  and  handling  of  meat  by  the 
local  butchers  is  Satisfactory.  Nearly  all  the  shops  are  now 
equipped  with  refrigerated  storage  accommodation. 

There  appears  to  be  little  liklihood  of  the  Ministry  of 
Food  abandoning  their  central  slaughtering  arrangements.  I 
hope  that  we  never  return  to  the  use  of  the  small  isolated 
private  slaughterhouses  in  use  before  the  war  and  the  local 
Butchers  Association  would  be  well  advised  to  prepare  plans 
for  a  slaughter  house  in  the  District  equipped  with  adequate 
lairage  and  refrigeration  facilities. 

A  'Comparatively  small  number  of  inspections  were  made 
of  Cottagers’  pigs  slaughtered  at  feeders  or  recognised 
slaughter  houses.  Many  former  feeders  complain  that  the 
present  cost  of  feeding  stuffs  is  prohibitive. 


The  quantities  of  tinned  and  other  prepared  foods 
inspected  continues  to  be  high.  Condemnation  Certificates 
were  issued  where  necessary. 
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The  following  is  a  list  of  the  food  for  which  certificates 
were  issued 


145  lbs.  Meat  submitted  by 
Butchers 

33J  lbs.  Offal  submitted  by 
Butchers 

365  lbs.  Tomatoes 

107  lbs.  Luncheon  Meat 

632^  lbs.  Cooked  Ham 

35  lbs.  Beans 

102  lbs.  Peas 

92  lbs.  Tinned  Milk 

183  lbs.  Plums 

23  lbs.  Carrots 

16  lbs.  Luncheon  Sausage 

83J  lbs.  Cheese 

12J  lbs.  Salmon 

96  lbs.  Jellied  Veal 

14^  lbs.  Bacon 

60  lbs.  Corned  Beef 


12J  lbs.  Damsons 
54  lbs.  Fruit  Cake 
6|  lbs.  Pears 
3  lbs.  Rabbit 
273J  lbs.  Cherries 
13 J  lbs.  Jam 
42  lbs.  Candied  Peel 
9  lbs  Black  Pudding 
20J  lbs.  Apples 
12  lbs.  Dried  Apricots 
68f  lbs.  Danish  Pork 
32  lbs.  Danish  Butter 
28  lbs.  Plaice 

28  lbs.  Mussels 

29  lbs.  Pork  Butts. 

14  Eggs_ 

420  Tins  of  miscellaneous 
foodstuffs 


We  have  continued  our  previous  practice  of  co-operation 
with  the  food  traders  to  keep  their  premises  free  from  flies 
during  warm  weather.  D.D.T.  powder  is  supplied  to  the  trad¬ 
ers  for  mixing  with  limewash  when  this  is  carried  out  and  a 
liquid  insecticide  is  used  on  all  painted  and  glazed  surfaces. 
The  response  by  traders  to  these  efforts  has  been  good.  They 
appreciate  working  in  premises  clear  of  flies  and  with  a  re¬ 
duced  danger  of  fly  contamination  of  their  stock. 

,  I  am  sorry  that  the  response  has  been  so  poor  to  the  Coun¬ 
cil  sponsored  Food  Traders  Guild  Committee,  which  adopted 
a  higher  standard  of  Food  Handling  than  the  Ministry  Model 
Byelaws  provided.  Few  applications  have  been  received  for 
certificates  that  this  higher  standard  was  maintained  in  parti¬ 
cular  premises.  The  condition  of  food  premises  generally 
is  found  upon  inspection  to  be  satisfactory  although  some 
premises  are  congested  through  restricted  storage  facilities. 
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Water  ISupply 

The  whole  of  the  District  with  the  exception  of  small 
isolated  properties  is  supplied  with  a  piped  supply  of  water 
by  the  Durham  County  Water  Board.  The  small  group  of 
houses  at  Windlestone  now  supplied  by  a  private  main  by  the 
Estate  Company  are  expected  to  be  linked  to  a  new  main  to 
be  laid  by  -the  Sedgefield  Rural  District  Council  whose  bound¬ 
ary  immediately  adjoins  this  property. 

Seven  samples  of  water  were  taken  for  analysis  during 
the  year.  Four  of  these  samples  were  found  to  be  not  com¬ 
pletely  satisfactory  and  steps  were  taken  to  flush  out  the 
mains  or  otherwise  improve  the  supplies. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

Work  is  in  progress  renewing  the  main  sewer  from  Kirk 
Merrington  to  link  up  with  the  main  disposal  works  of  the 
Bishop  Auckland  Urban  District  Council  at  Binchester.  The 
remainder  of  this  district  is  sewered  and  the  effluent  treated 
at  this  Council’s  disposal  works  situated  at  Byers  Green  and 
Tudhoe. 

Certain  isolated  properties  including  the  North  Close 
property  continue  to  use  cesspools,  which  are  regularly  clean¬ 
sed  by  the  Council. 

A  large  number  of  complaints  of  choked  drains  in  dwell¬ 
ing  houses  has  been  dealt  with  during  the  year.  Many  houses 
from  which  these  complaints  have  been  received  would  be 
dealt  with  under  Sections  11  and  25  of  'the  Housing  Act,  1936, 
to  secure  demolition  if  the  housing  position  was  not  so  acute 
in  the  District. 

The  Council  grant  of  £7  per  conversion  has  been  claimed 
for  the  92  conversions  from  ashclosets  carried  ouf  during  the 
year  by  private  owners,  which  is  a  slight  reduction  on  the 
previous  year’s  figure.  No  conversions  have  as  yet  been 
carried  out  by  the  National  Coal  Board,  the  largest  property 
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owners  in  the  District.  The  Board  is  insisting  upon  a  50% 
grant  towards  the  cost  of  this  work.  It  has  approximately 
900  ashclosets  remaining  on  its  property. 

The  Council  has  not  been  able  to  undertake  any  Conver¬ 
sion  Schemes  since  the  wair.  It  is  hoped  that  in  the  near  future 
permission  will  be  obtained  to  undertake  a  scheme  to  clear 
the  greater  portion  of  the  centre  of  the  Town  of  these  highly 
insanitary  ash  receptacles. 

K.ef  usie  and  Salvage  CoUectHons  and  Disposal 

(a)  The  work  of  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  is  carried 
out  by  direct  labour,  four  lorries  and  five  carts  being  used  for 
this  purpose  with  assistance  from  a  hired  cart.  Another  lorry 
is  used  solely  for  the  collection  of  trade  refuse  and  salvage. 
The  refuse  collection  vehicles  collect  salvage  at  the  same 
time  as  refuse  from  private  property. 

The  large  mining  population  of  the  District  contributes 
considerable  quantities  of  stone  to  the  refuse.  Periodical 
check  weighings  of  our  vehicles  have  shown  that  the  refuse 
is  becoming  lighter  in  weight  although  the  bulk  appears  to  be 
the  same. 

This  reduced  weight  is  possibly  due  to  improved  screen¬ 
ing  of  miners’  free  coal.  Cleansing  work  is  rendered  difficult 
by  the  necessity  of  handling  quantities  of  heavy  stone  at  each 
miner’s  back  door  also  the  predominance  of  ashclosets  rend¬ 
ers  the  refuse  wet  and  foul.  Extensive  body  repairs  are  nec¬ 
essary  to  our  vehicles  owing  to  the  action  of  this  foul  refuse 
on  the  metalwork  of  the  bodies.  Weekly  collections  are  made 
of  all  ash  receptacles  with  the  exception  of  a  small  number 
of  ashpits  which  are  emptied  every  three  weeks. 

The  receptacles  serving  the  property  at  the  end  of  the 
Year  consisted  of  :- 

2,617  dustbins,  3,340  ashclosets  and  83  ashpits. 
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During  the  year  it  is  estimated  that  Council  vehicles 
removed  to  the  tips  house  refuse  as  follows 

4,664  lorry  loads  giving  a  weight  of  refuse  of .  10,517  tons 

4,693  cart  loads  giving  a  weight  of  refuse  of .  3,578  tons 

729  hired  cart  loads  with  a  weight  of  .  530  tons 

Est.  total  weight  of  refuse  removed  per  annum  14,625  tons. 


(b)  With  the  exception  of  a  small  quantity  of  refuse  dispos¬ 
ed  of  to  farmers  the  above  refuse  is  conveyed  to  refuse  tips 
at  Byers  Green,  Middlestone  Moor  ^nd  Tudhoe  Colliery. 
Dustbin  refuse  is  used  to  level  up  ground  in  the  Dene  on  the 
Park  Estate. 

Efforts  to  adopt  “Controlled”  methods  of  disposal  have 
not  been  very  successful  owing  to  the  shortage  of  staff  to 
carry  out  the  necessary  levelling  and  covering  of  the  refuse. 
Supervision  of  isolated  disposal  sites  is  most  difficult  and  the 
occasional  labour  used  for  this  work  has  not  been  satisfactory. 
Inspections  have  therefore  been  made  and  data  collected  on 
the  use  of  light  mechanical  equipment  upon  refuse  tips  for 
levelling  and  consolidation  of  the  refuse  and  a  report  will  be 
submitted  to  the  Council  when  this  survey  is  completed. 

(c)  Salvage  collections  for  the  year  show  a  slight  increase 
on  our  last  year’s  figure.  These  increased  noticeably  after 
the  Council  adopted  a  Bonus  Scheme  to  the  staff.  During  the 
early  part  of  the  year  many  Councils  found  it  difficult  to  dis¬ 
pose  of  their  salvage^  but  we  have  been  fortunate  in  always 
having  a  market  for  our  collected  material.  The  price  of 
waste  paper  steadily  increased  far  beyond  any  received  since 
we  commenced  salvage  collections  at  the  outbreak  of  war. 
The  income  from  this  material  during  the  year  amounted  to 
£1,613  of  a  total  income  of  £1,714  from  the  sale  of  salvage. 
After  the  costs  of  salvage  collections  ware  debited  against 
the  income  a  surplus  of  £722  was  available  as  a  cntribution 
towards  General  Rate  expenses. 
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M'oiuthly  Salvage  Income  and  Expeniditnre 
during  the  year  1951. 


Month 

Income 

Expenditure 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s.  d. 

January 

66 

11 

9 

44 

3  8 

February 

88 

12 

4 

50 

19  7 

March 

67 

6 

7 

47 

8  11 

April 

74 

4 

3 

51 

4  0 

May 

132 

6 

8 

54 

3  6 

June 

103 

2 

0 

51 

13  1 

July  ) 

August  ) 

319 

5 

2 

152 

0  3 

September 

113 

8 

8 

100 

0  6 

Octoiber 

250 

16 

0 

104 

15  9 

November 

288 

13 

5 

210 

4  4 

December 

209 

17 

4 

124 

11  10 

£1,714 

4 

2 

£991 

5  5 

991 

5 

5 

£722  18 

9 

Balance  income  over 

During'  the  Year  the  following  materials  were  collected 
and  sold:- 


Tons 

Cwts. 

Waste  Paper 

no 

5J 

Flattened  Tins 

24 

3| 

Scrap  Metal 

6 

3 

Lighter  Scrap 

1 

4 

Bedsteads 

9 

Rags 

3f 

String 

2i 

Kitchen  Waste 

*(not  collected  after  January) 


An  increased  quantity  of  flattened  scrap  tins  were  sold. 
These  tins  have  been  removed  from  the  surface  of  the  refuse 
tips.  Tins  are  a  nuisance  on  the  tips  as  apart  from  being 
unsightly  they  provide  a  harbourage  for  vermin  and  damage 
the  tyres  of  our  refuse  vehicles.  After  flattening,  these  tins 
are  consigned  to  steelworks  where  they  are  in  great  demand. 
The  value  of  this  material  is  low  in  comparison  with  the 
cost  of  transport  and  other  handling  charges  but  the  disposal 
is  serving  a  consumer  need. 


22 


Housing 

For  information  the  Council’s  pre-war  and  post-war 
Housing  Programme  is  summarised  below 

Period  1935-36 

Clearance  and  Individual  Unfit  Property 

The  Council  dealt  with  .  175  houses 

Period  1937-39 

Clearance 'and  Individual  Unfit  Property 

The  Council  dealt  with  .  557  houses 

Period  1945-51 

Tenants  removed  from  property  scheduled  under  sections 
11  and  25  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  .  69. 

The  geneiral  standard  of  property  in  the  District  is  low. 
When  comparison  is  made  with  the  standard  of  what  a  fit 
house  should  be  as  specified  in  the  Manual  of  Unfit  Houses 
and  Unhealthy  Areas,  1919,  the  following  figures  are 
obtained  :- 

Houses  below  this  standard  but  capable  of  repair  .  2,629 

Houses  below  this  standard  and  incapable  of  repair  at 

reasonable  cost .  945 


The  Provision  iof  New  Houses 
Period  1936-38 

North  Eastern  Housing  Association  erected  280  houses 

Urban  District  Council  erected  .  .  66  houses 

Period  1945-51 

North  Eastern  Housing  Association  erected  .  112  houses 

Urban  District  Council  erected 


St.  Paul’s  Gardens  .  66  houses 

Park  Estate  .  188  houses 

Middlestone  Moor  Estate  72  houses 

George  Street  .  50  houses 

Tudhoe  Moor  Estate  .  170  houses 


546  houses 
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The  immediate  building 
vides  for  the  erection  of  the 
Kirk  Herrington  site 

York  Hill  Estate  . 

Durham  Road  Site . 

Middlestone  Moor  Estate 
George  Street  Site 
Byers  Green  site  . 


programme  of  the  Council  pro¬ 
following  houses 
50  houses 
102  houses 
50  houses 

550  houses  )  approximate 
50  houses  )  figures 
50  houses  )  only. 


It  was  expected  that  the  aJbove  mentioned  York  Hill 
Estate  houses  would  be  completed  and  handed  over  by  the 
end  of  the  Year.  This  has  not  taken  place  and  it  is  stated  that 
the  delays  have  been  caused  by  material  shortages. 

The  development  of  the  large  Middlestone  Moor  Estate 
is  not  possible  until  a  new  main  sewer  is  provided  from  the 
site  to  the  sewage  works.  The  consulting  engineers  are  act¬ 
ively  engaged  upon  the  preliminary  work. 

During  the  Year  the  number  of  applications  received  for 
houses  was  247,  this  figure  being  almost  the  same  as  the  1950 
figure. 

The  total  number  of  applications  received  since  Decem¬ 
ber,  1946  is  2,660. 

The  number  of  Live  Applications  as  ascertained  in  Dec¬ 
ember  1951  was  1,427.  This  number  was  divided  into  the 


following  groups  :- 

2  Bedroomed  Sub-tenants  .  346 

2  Bedroomed  Tenants  .  497 

3  Bedroomed  Sub-tenants  .  17 

3  Bedroomed  Tenants  .  259 

4  Bedroomed  Sub-tenants  .  1 

4  Bedroomed  Tenants  .  83 

Bungalows  .  145 

Outside  District  Applications  .  79 


Total  1,427 
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Included  in  the  above  list  are  applications  from  people 
who  are  not  resident  or  working  in  this  District  and  from 
people  working  in  the  District  but  living  outside. 

130  families  were  allocated  new  and  vacated  North  East¬ 
ern  Housing  Association  and  Council  property  during  the 


year  from  the  following  waiting  lists 

2  Bedroomed  Sub-tenants  .  75 

2  Bedroomed  Tenants  .  20 

3  Bedroomed  Sub-tenants  .  4 

3  Bedroomed  Tenants  .  1 

4  Bedroomed  Tenants  .  22 

Bungalows  .  .  5 

Key  Workers  .  .  .  3 


Total  130 


Factories  Act,  1937 

During  the  Year  a  survey  has  been  made  of  factories 
under  the  above  Act  and  checked  with  the  Register  of  H.M. 
Inspector  of  Factories.  54  visits  were  made  for  that  purpose 


and  the  register  now  shows  :- 

Factories  without  power  .  6 

Factories  with  power  .  .  .  50 


